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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 0716 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, PINT, ES, HO 

SUBJECT: ACTING FONMIN'S VIEW OF JALAPA MEETING 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0661 AND 0697 

1. DCM AND POLOFF PAID CALL ON ACTING FONMIN PINEDA ON 
AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 20. PINEDA WAS FORTHCOMING IN HIS 
APPRAISAL OF THE JALAPA MEETING AND OF THE CHANCES FOR A 
SETTLEMENT OF THE HONDURAS-EL SALVADOR DISPUTE. 

2. PINEDA SAID THAT THE MEETING WAS IMPORTANT IN PREPARING 
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SCENE FOR NEGOTIATIONS, AND FELT THAT 
THE CHANCES FOR RESOLVING THE DISPUTE WERE EXCELLENT. 
WHEN ASKED ABOUT REESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 
PINEDA REMARKED THAT THE REACTION IN THE PRESS TO SUCH A 
POSSIBILITY HAD BEEN NEGATIVE. HE STATED THAT THE POSITION 
OF THE GOH IS THAT FORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WOULD BE 
THE RESULT OF A GENERAL PEACE TREATY RATHER THAN THE 
PRELUDE. 
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3. HE COMMENTED AT SEVERAL POINTS THAT IT IS NECESSARY 
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TO HAVE NEGOTIATIONS IN GOOD FAITH ON BOTH SIDES PINEDA 
EMPHASIZED THAT HONDURAS IS FULLY COMMITTED TO PURSUE ANY 
PATH THAT WOULD LEAD TO A FINAL SETTLEMENT. HE REMARKED 
THAT SUCH PATHS INCLUDED DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS, MEDIATION, 
ARBITRATION OR A COMBINATION OF SUCH METHODS. WHEN ASKED 
ABOUT THE SALVADORAN NEGOTIATING POSITION, PINEDA RESPONDED 
THAT HE DID NOT KNOW OF ANY SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE OR CONCESSION 
IN THE GOES POSITION CONCERNING THE DISPUTE. 

4. HE SAID THAT THE MEETINGS OF CHIEFS OF STATE ARE USEFUL 

AS A FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH NEGOTIATIONS CAN BE CARRIED ON 
BY WORKING COMMISSIONS. HOWEVER, HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
ACTUAL WORK OF RESOLVING THE POINTS AT ISSUE COULD NOT BE 
DONE AT THESE MEETINGS. HE OBSERVED THAT SUCH A MEETING 
WOULD BE THE PLACE TO SIGN A PEACE TREATY ALREADY NEGOTIATED 
AT LOWER LEVELS AND APPROVED BY BOTH COUNTRIES. 

5. PINEDA STATED THAT THE GOH MAINTAINS, AS IT HAS SINCE 
1969, THAT THE ISSUES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES MUST BE 
RESOLVED ON A GLOBAL AND SIMULTANEOUS BASIS. HE SAID THAT 
THE CURRENT SALVADORAN POSITION IS THE SAME. HE LAUGHINGLY 
REMARKED THAT PRESIDENT MOLINA HAD BEEN INSISTENT AT THE 
JALAPA MEETING THAT NO ISSUE SHOULD COME BEFORE ANY OTHER 
IN A GLOBAL AND SIMULTANEOUS AGREEMENT. PINEDA REMARKED 
THAT AS LONG AS ALL ISSUES ARE SETTLED AT THE SAME TIME NO 
ISSUE HAS TO BE SINGLED OUT AS THE PREDOMINANT MATTER. HE 
OBSERVED THAT THE MAIOR HONDURAN INTEREST IS TO DEMARCATE 
THE FRONTIER WHILE EL SALVADOR'S IS TO REOPEN THE PAN 
AMERICAN HIGHWAY. 

6. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT REPORTS OF AN IMMINENT MEETING 
OF THE TWO CHIEFS OF STATE, PINEDA SAID THAT THERE WOULD BE 
NONE OF THIS WEEKEND (FEBRUARY 22-23) SINCE LOPEZ WAS BUSY WITH 
OTHER MATTERS. HE REMARKED THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ASCER- 
TAIN THE REACTIONS DEVELOPING IN HONDURAS TO THE IALAPA 
MEETING PRIOR TO HOLDING A LOPEZ-MOLINA MEETING. 

7. COMMENT: THERE SEEMS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE ATMOSPHERE 
CREATED BY THE JALAPA MEETING HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE BELIEF 
THAT 1975 MIGHT BE THE "YEAR OF PEACE." PINEDA CERTAINLY 
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EXUDED A HIGH DEGREE OF OPTIMISM THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE 
TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE WITHIN A YEAR. HOWEVER, HE FIRMLY 
EMPHASIZED THAT THIS WAS DEPENDENT ON GOES "GOOD FAITH." 

8. POINT TWO OF THE JALAPA DECLARATION REFERRING TO A 
POSSIBLE RENEWALOF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES AROUSED CONSIDERABLE CRITICISM (SEE TEGUCIGALPA 
0654). THE FORCE OF THIS CRITICISM PROBABLY CAUSED LOPEZ 
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TO DELAY MEETING WITH MOLINA FOR THE TIME BEING. LOPEZ 
UNDOUBTEDLY RECOGNIZES THAT HE IS VULNERABLE TO CRITICISM 
FROM THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES THAT HE IS "SELLING OUT" IF 
HE APPEARS TO BE BACKING AWAY FROM THE LONG-HELD HONDURAN 
POSITION ON THE GLOBAL AND SIMULTANEOUS SOLUTION OF THE 
DISPUTE BY DISCUSSING SEPARATELY THE REOPENING OF DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS AT THIS STAGE. 

SANCHEZ 
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